URGENT – COMMUNITY MEETING 17 MARCH 2009 AT

THE RESTON COMMUNITY CENTER AT HUNTERS WOODS
Supervisor Hudgins will be hosting a Community Meeting on the FY 2010 Budget, 17 March 2009, 7 PM to 9 PM, meeting to take place at the Reston Community Center at Hunter Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston, VA 20191 (Phone: 703-476-4500).

It is extremely urgent for all CAC’s to attend and to support the retention of positions that are currently slated for elimination or reduction, with particular emphasis on:

1. Shopping Center Officers at Tyson’s, Fair Oaks, and Springfield: elimination
Impact: Eliminating officers at local shopping centers will require patrol officers to respond to requests for police service at malls. This will effectively pull officers from routine patrol functions on the streets of Fairfax County, thereby reducing quality of service and response times.
2. Motor Carrier Safety Unit: elimination
Impact: Eliminating officers in the Motor Carrier Safety Unit will compromise safety on our streets. Officers assigned to the MCS unit are federally certified and trained to inspect trucks and large vehicles for safety violations, such as faulty breaks, bald tires and other dangerous conditions. This function cannot be performed by routine patrol officers who lack this specialized knowledge. In a time when companies may look to cut preventive maintenance on fleet vehicles due to tough economic times, these positions are vital to our traffic safety.
3. School Resource Officers (SRO) Program: reduce by half, loss of 28 officers in our schools

Impact: School Resource Officers (SROs) provide a safe learning environment for our children. They help reduce gang participation, drugs, bullying and other misbehavior in schools. The elimination of 28 SROs results in 28 Fairfax County Public Schools without an officer.
4. Sexual Predator Enforcement and Detection (SPEAD) Team: elimination
Impact: The SPEAD team works to keep sexual predators away from our children and families. This team of four detectives closely monitors nearly 400 registered sexual predators in Fairfax County. The bulk of the team’s time is spent going door to door and checking whether predators live where they say they live and work where they say they work. The non-compliance rate fell from 35 percent in 2005 to 11 percent in 2008. Without these officers, there will be little to no monitoring of sexual predators in our County.
5. Police Liaison Commanders (PLC) Program: elimination
Impact: PLC’s are command staff officers who work side by side with call takers and dispatchers in the 911 call center, managed by the Department of Public Safety Communications. PLC’s are an integral bridge between the department and DPSC and are essential for managing critical events.
6. Traffic Safety Officers, including DWI Coordinator: elimination
Impact: The number of fatalities on Fairfax County roads has decreased in the last several years due to traffic safety programs, such as DWI checkpoints, child safety seat installations, pedestrian safety initiatives and more. Elimination of these positions endangers public safety.
7. Crime Prevention Officer (CPO) Program: reduce by half
Impact: Crime Prevention Officers provide critical information and outreach to businesses and residents on ways to prevent crime. They work with and help establish Neighborhood Watch programs. Reducing half of these officer would severly limit the effectiveness of these officers.
8. Victim Services Section: elimination
· Impact: Victim Service counselors provide essential services to victims after a crime, including counseling referrals, court advocacy and escort , witness preparation, victim impact statements, and 24-hour safe haven for victims of domestic violence. 
9. Marine Patrol Unit: elimination
Impact: The Marine Patrol Unit is the only unit that keeps our waterways safe. Without this unit, Fairfax County will be unable to respond to boaters or swimmers in need, assist with water search and recue missions, or ensure compliance with water safety regulations.

These positions provide essential public safety services, and we need your support at the meeting in order to fight to save these positions.

Please make the time and come to this meeting.  It is crucial that we show our support for the retention of these programs and services – we all know what the loss of even one of them will mean!

Thank you!

Warm regards,

Liz Fucci

Secretary
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